SHRUBS OF LAS FPOSADAS
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SERUB LIST

Poison 3sk - Rhus diversiloba
The Manzanitas - Arctostaphylos sp.
Blus Blessom - Ceanothus sp.

Toyon or Christmas Berry - Heteromeles arbutifolia

Buckthorn & Cazcanra - Thamnus sp.
Chamis - Adence.:ma fasciculatum

Mock Locust - 7oorpha californica

Sweet-scs S.rud -~ Calycanthu

Creek Dozwsood - Zornuzs ol

Western fedbud -~ Cirois ccoidsntrils
Chaparral rea - Fickeringlia mcatana
Cziifornia Eazel - Corylus californics
Birchleaf Mahogony - Cercocarnus vetuloides
Scrub Osk - Quercuz dumesa

Flowering Ash - Fraxinus dipetals

Coyote Brush - ¥ ..zy WuZzy - Laccharis pilula
Cheke Cherry - Bictter Cherry - Prunus demissa

California Grape - Vitis californica
Western Azalca - Rhododendrsn occidentale
Rock Spirea - 11s

Red -flowered Ty
dillaide Goosatd

Snowberry - Swvm

Blackberry -~ Fu™us sn.

Blueckerry cslder - 3ambucus ceerules
Tree Poppy -~ D con rigida

e i
Western Huchleberry - Vaczinium occidentale
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SHRUBS OF LAS POSADAS

Shrubs are defined 23 wocdy plants wihich usually develop sceveral stems

instead of a single one, and which are usually not more than ten to [{ifteen feet
all. There are many species and some are broad-leaf evergreen and some deciducus.
Many shrubs can grow on more shallow and sterile soil than will trees, and some
caa survive much drier conditions. Thul several million acres of foothill and
mountain country ian Californin i3 cover:d with a more or lees deunse grovwth of
shrubs known under the general term, 'chaparral,’ or just ‘trush.’ Meny of the
shrub species sprout vigorousiv from ihe roots when cut or turued and the seeds

of some of them are able to withstand che heat cf fires that destroy trees and
tree sneds. Thus a good deal .f coultry that was formerly covered by a fine stand
of timber now supports only a dense stand of shrubs of "brush' which has little
economic value, but which occupies the soil so completely that it is virtually
impossible for tree secedlings to come back. A good deal of the north and east
portions of Las Posadas are in this coandition following successive fires., How-
eyer, some of the. shallow and rocky soils probably never supported a *rowt; ot
valuable *imber T‘reeo Some shrubs have value as cruasmental plaonts; a [
aseful o ; s or livestock, and rearly 2ll have uti
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lewing are some of the mor. cammon or ccnspicucis shruts cf the lag

(1) POISON CAK, Rhus diversiloba, is said to b. the most widespread in distri-
bution of any shrub in California and it is perhaps alsc the greatest nuisance to
man hecausc of ite irritating o1l which causes swelling and tlisterinz of th
skin. It occurs very widely throughout California except in very dry asreass and
st elevationsz above about 5,000 ft. in mountain ccuntry. It iz really a sumac,
but hazs a shiny leaf made up of ithree 1-aflets each of which roesembles the loaf
cf 2 live ock. Before the leavec are sued in the fall they oftin birn a trilliant
red colcr which 1s go attractive that the unwary orten collect the Tolisze for
kouse d2corations to their great discomtort. Poiecn oax may te = stout shrub or
2 thin-stemmed vine whish clin trunks and may Thus
zrove the zrcund. It =2lten formd dense massa: A foliage on the oz 2ld ~tumn
or fence posts, and is thus very similar in habit to the poisen ivy U the esstern
vart oI thz “Ouﬂt y. Its Tlow.rs are zmall, greenish white and guite inccnspicucus,
pat the cliusters of berri=z arce Wwhite "nd way bve rathsr Srnamental.
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Mcst people are somewhat snsceptivle and many may Tte badly incapacitated bty
axposure to this plant, so 1t 73 wel] for 211 t2 learn to know it zrnd avoid con-
+act with it as much a@s poasible Grudbing and spraying with brush-kitling solu-

I iminated most of thie poison oak from the 1M“fa1“t= surronndings of
very widely discributed tkr &ubut the forest and brush {i21de,
ard against it After <xposures tc mcicon cak it ig well t2 wash

v Wwith moderately warm water and good suds of ctrong laundry 3o2p
remoyve the dirvitating o1l from the skin The ~i7 -ilings to clithing o that
arciully waghed before being worn again. Swabning the skin of
s with cotton scated v alconol will remove the worst 21 the oil

I
known as 2,4.-D, &,k 5T, an& !t:ate though
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(2) The MANZANITAS, Arctortavhylss sp. The manzanitas are very ccrmon
chaparral shrubs throughout Crnliforn.a. They have broad and ; ?nbrall quite
leathery leaves of which some are grzen and others gray in color, dainty bell-
like white or pink flowers in drooping clusters, and fruits which resczble little
apples which gives to them their common name. It means littl: epple in Spunish.
Manzanitas are usually from four to ten fest in hei_nt, though there are some
larger and some dwarf forms, They can usually be rec 3711 ed by the omooth, dark-
red btark on the ctout stems. The wood of branches aud roots is heavy and
and makes excelleut fuel, There ars several manzanitas in the Las Posadaz arca
including Arct. manzanita, Arct. cancscens, etc.

(3) The BLUEBLOSSOM, BUCKBRUSE, WalTETHORN, @tc., Czznothus Sp. comprise a
variety <f shrubs which are very commen in both Ioothill and wucuntain chaparral
areEs3, Some are tiny, prostrate forms which crewl on the ground. Others arec
tall, widsly branched shrubs which reach 20 f£. in i zight. Some are evergreen;
others deciduous. In some the leaves are opposite; in othzrs alternste in
arracgement.,  Some like the deerbrush are excellent Torage plunts; cthers are of

i biue or

no value ror livestock cr wildlife. ~11 have dense clusters oFf tiny b
T =

rz, somewhat ressembling the cultivated lilac and latsr the ¢
tail round and ; woated soeds which are
it seveEral ~orms are very d2corastive
C g develioped Vy cybridi i viedgelear Ce t or -
brust.' 12 pernaps the most commor shrub in f20thills; EWuPb oszgom 2ften called
ick-brush 1s most common in the zoaszt od recion, Doerbr sh is *he
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lent forage zp2 found at middle elzva 15
Snowbrush ar ‘Tooa c2 brush” and cthers are found at hw gher olo,it;o
the species have leaves marked by three nromiancent veins,

{4) TCYCN CR CHRIGTMAS BERRY, Het.romeles (photinia) arbutifoliz, is cne cf
the best known and loved shruts of Ce.ifornia because of its widesprezad use as
Christras decorations. Its davk ever:reen lzaves have finely tooth=d marzinsg
the rlowers are small, white and borne in dense clusters in late spricg These

i
ripeu in Hovember into bright red Terries borne in hesvy -lusters. These berriss
' [ter fcor decoraticeos, tut are favorite fcod of rovins znd

“raparral
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Toyon reprcauces well Trom sprouts and ic a 3
cvations in the coast wmountains and foothill :ountry or tre
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(£ ) Trhe BUCKTHCRNS comprise several shrubs »f which the test kncwn are
CALIPORNIA CTFFEE BVRﬁY Rharous celifornica, and CASCARA SAGRADA, Ehamnus
purshisna Toffee terry has g gresr leaves and sacculent dark trown berries
containing & flat-sided seed resembling the ccffes tean. Cascars tecomes 2 small
tree in the north coast and Oregon nills where its burk is cclizcted to provide
the well known cathartic medicine. Its lzaves ars larger than “hose °F coffes.-
terry, shiny sreen, and troadly oval in shaps

Gy CULMISE TR CTHAMISC. idenoste culatum, is typical <7 th: poorast,
iriz=st =and o2Iten stcepszst slopes hill chaparral couatry. Ite tiny
narrcw leaves are in clusters an colcred flowers are terrne in spikes.
It i3 of little value for animal d, but sprouts vigorcuszly after fires
Waich aleo stimuliate growth of seedling 0 it ~=cvers thousands :-f acres of
ourred over country to the eoxclus : valuable plants. There are dense
areas of chamise to the north =nd =as. of the Lasz Posadas playfield on the poor,
sterile ¢oil which is unfavorable for the growth of most cther shrubs and trees,
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(7) INDIGOBUSH OR MOCK LOCUST, imorpha californica, is a small shrub with
compound, locust-like foliage having a musty odor. It has dainty flower clusters
and some of the species are grcwan as ornamentals, At Las Posadas 1t is found
sparingly in clusters usually in partial shade of the forest. Another very
similar species is common in the mountains of southern California and the south-
west, 4. fruiticosa.

(8) CALIFORNIA SWEET SHRUB, Cslycanthus occidentalis, usually occurs near
streams where its large, tapered opposite leaves and attractlwe dark-red flowers
give it a fine ornamental quality. The foliage when crushed has a sweetly pun-
gent cder. It has little value as a grazing plant, cad bty some is thought to be
poisonous.

(9) CREEK DOGWOOD, Cornus californica, is anothcr opposite leaved shrub with
taper=d leaves, bright red stems and clustered heads of tiny white flowers. It
iz usually fo und in clumps slong streams or 1n moist glades with good soil mois-
ture for much of the season. It 1s not so large nor showy as the tree dogwood
found cun zlopes throughout the forest, Lut is an attractive streamside shrub.

It i3 trows=d by deer and is excellent food for them.

{17) WESTERN REDBUD, T:rcis ~ccidentalis, 1s a favcerite orwnamszntal shrub of
:haparral country wnerever it occurs. Its heart shaped leaves arpuar chortly
after the purplish-red, pea-like flowers have clothed the dark stems with their
soring reauty. These ripen inte flat pods which are dark red ian ccicr during
much »f the summer and hang con the snrubs long after the leaves have dropped in
i metimes well through the next zrowing season. Redbud is the offici
county Tlower of Lake County where an annual festival is held during its period

wr

) CHAPARRAL PEA, Pickeripgia mrutena, is ancther attractive shrub of the
lesunme family, having umal‘ purwlloh ‘lowers, small evergreen leaves and a much
cranCued, apreading and spiny Torm. ¢ i3 not common at Las Posadas.

, 1s usually a large shrub, tut
ily found in partial shede in the
errzte and weoaly lcaves terne on
ature or the understcry. The flowers

rly gpring t.fcre the leaves, and the

2rzasionzlly mav reach trzo o2
3

farent where 1tg

zlender Trzncnlets ar t
aprear s long, drooping catki

T £
T i in za
nazelnuts are terne in & 1:&1/, Faakﬁd ;apsule. These are so eagerly scught
iTter by scuirrels that they disappear when they zre tarely mature,

IRCHLEAF MAHCGANY, Cercccarpus betuloides, _s one of th: "mahoganies”
e lly shirab L:ke in form, tut occasionzlly reach tree size. The
liage consisz 11 1 e with tooth:d margins above the middle
toon wedgs- e flowers are act censplicuous, tut the

= long, siive wr-like vliume wnich 8*icks to the fur

rd aids in th . Th2sc arz torne in such larze guanti-

r nf the shr 2 a strikingly deautiful soft and silvery
These shru forage plants for cattle, sheep and deer.
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1652, 1S a Tomnon member of the chaparrel fror

a California, It is usually w much branched shrub and
i cn zood soil and in sheltered locations The

leaves ars ) nd shape, but the toothed margics give bhem a
rclly-like appearaunce thcugh the coler s generally a gray green., The accorns
maturs in one season and are alss verisble in size. The evergrsen roliage is
trowsed by deer. It sprouts vigorously after rires and 18 an important sheep
browse.

5
only oc:ab'Jnallj rea
m



Y
—ch -

(15) FLOWERING ASH, Fraxinus dipetala, is similar to other members of the
ash genus, having compound leaves in opposite airangement on *he twigs, but its
flowsrs are white, showy and borns in great profusion in =zarly spring. It is
found in the chaparral in the inner coast ranges and the Sierra foothills and
may not be present at Las Posadas.

(16) COYOTE BRUSH OR FUZZY WUZZY, Baccharis pilularis, is one of the zommonest
shrubs in coastal arzas of cen.ral California. Its leaves are small, wcvergreecn
aud have serrate margins. It tlooms profusely in mid summer and the flowers
develop into great quantities of cottony-winged seeds which fly loung distances in
the wind and come up readily on dburns and other open arcas. It is probably
lightly browsed by deer, but has little value as forage for livestock. It is
more common near the coast than inlend and may be rare at las Posadas.

(17) WESTERN CHOKE CHERRY, Prunus demissa, and BITTER CHERRY, P. emarginata,
are probably present at Las Posadas or iu the vicinity. They ars thicket forming
shrubs rarely becoming small trees vith typical smcoth cherry bark marked bty
prominent lenticels, long, oval serrate, deciducus leaves and white flowers which
arz torn¢ in spikes. The bark is briter to taste and if too heavily trowszd by
stock, leads to poisoning.

(18) CALIFORNIA GRAPE, Vitis californica, is generally found climbing over
trees and shrubs along streams where it will reach to the top of the tallest
trees. The small grapes are caten by birds.

(19) WESTERN AZALEA, Rhododendron occidentale, is one of our mest tiautiful
flowering shrubs. Its light green lcnves are oppocite in arrangsmznt, 3 to §
inches long and have fripged =dges. ‘The fragrant ITlowers are white or pink with
a yellow blotch and are borne in clusters. The shrubs become 8 to 10 rt. tall
and are usually found in shaded canyous.

(20) ROCK SPIREA, Holodiscus discolor, is a 1=rg. shrub with alternats toothed
cr lobed leaves up to h'inches long which are silvery white beuzath. Th: small
creamy white flowers are borme in panicles on drocping branchos.

’

(21) KED FLOWERED CURRANT, Ribes sanguinoum,
HILLSIDE GOOSEBERRY, Ribes r~alifornicum, and other speciss of Ribes
are found in the north coast rauges and when in full flower ars very =ttractive
plants. They have palmately lobed, small and dainty leaves; all of them arz
quite important browse for deer and cattls and the fruits arc eaten oy many birds.

(22) SNCWBERRY, Symphoricarpos albus, is an attractive shrub with opposite
oval, entire leaves to two inches lBEg which are silky beneaih. They may be
icbed on young shoots. The Tlowers are tell-shaped, and light tink in zolor,
torne in clusters. The fruit is a snow-white berry.
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) TEIMBLEBERRY, Rutus .arvifl-rus,
ZLACKBERRY, Rubus 32,

These arc the familiar thorny vines which form impenctrebic thizkets in
waste rlacss and opeunings in the forest. The flowers arc white and th: berrics
r2d or black.

(24) BLUEBERRY ELDER, Samtucus caerulea. The Iight-green compound l.aves of
this elder are 6 inches long and have 5 to 7 oblong leaflets. The flowers ars
cream-white in flat-topped heads to 6 inches across. The terrics are tlue-black
with a light tloom. Though usually sl:irubby, it somctimes becomes a tree t0 50 ft.
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(25) TREEPCPPY, Dendromecon rigida, is a small shrub with bright green
foliage and attractive goldeun poppy-like flowers. It has a much branched form,
overgreen foliage and grows in dry hillsides and road cuts where its bright
flowers brighten its surroundings.

(25) WESTERN HUCKLEBERRY, Vaccinium occideutale, and similar species are
small evergreen shrubs with dark-green, shiny foliage much used in floral decora-
tions, inconspicuous flowers and blue or red berry fruits which are eaten by
many kinds of birds.




