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TREE LIST 

CONIFERS: 

(l) Douglas Fir, f 3eudots uga tax i f ol ia 
(2) Coast Redwood, Sequoia sempL rv i rens 
(3) Ponderosa Pine, Pinus ponde r osa 
( lt-) Digger Pine_. Pinus sabiniana 

* (5) Deodar Cedar , Cedrus deoda r a 
* (6) Pine, Pinus r adiata 
* (7) Knobconc Pine, Pinus attenuata 
* (8) Maritime Pine, Pinus pinaster 
* (9) Japanese Black Pine , Pinus thunbcrgii 
*(10) Scots Pine, Pinus sylvestris 
*(11) Coulter Pine, Pinus coultcri 
*(12 ) Sierra R2 iwood, 

BROADLEP§ EVERGREENS : 

(13) Coast Live Oak, Quer cus agrifolia 
(14) Highland or Interior Live Oak, Quercus wislizcnii 
(15) Canyon Live Oak, Quercus chrysolcpis 
(16) Tanbark Oak, Lithocarpus dcnsiflora 
(17) Madrone, Arbutus menziesii 
(18) California Laurel, Umbellularia californica 

*(19) English Holly, Il-.!x aquifolium 

DECIDUOUS: 

(20) Val l ey Oak, l cbata 
(21) Oregon Oak or Pacific Post Oak, Que rcus garreyana 
(22) Blue Oal{, l;iuc rcus douglassii 
(23) Cal ifornia Black Oak , Que r cus kelloggii 
(24) Alder, Alnus rhombifolia 
(25) Fr emont Cottom1ood, Populus fremonti i 
(26) Western or Cal ifornia Sycamor e , Platanus raccmosa 
(27) Bigleaf Ace r macr ophyllum 
(28) Box Elde r , Acer ncgundo macrophyllum 
(29) Oregon Ash, Fraxinus oregona 
(30 ) W0s t crn or Mountain Dog· .. rood, Cornua nuttallii 
(31) California Buckeye, Acsculus californica 
(32) Willows , Salix sp. 

*(33) Pecan , illinoensis 
*(34) Shagbark Hickory, Carya ovat a 
*(35) tv1ockLrnut, Carya to:nentosa 

* Trees which have been introduced by planting . 
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THEES OF LP.S POSADAS 

Las Posadas State Fore s t and surrounding t e rrito ry on How-::1 1 Moun t ain , N1J.pa 
County, are e xtre-me ly intE: r csting bccaus ... some tr.:: e s and shrubs charact-ristic 
of the coast, foothills and lowLr .... of the Sierra timbe r bdt 'lr e all 
found The include of the most important timbe r in 
Calif orni.a (redwood, Douglas fir l Ponderosa pin'-) , whLe two othr.::rs (sugar 
pin_ and CLdnr) n r e preseDL not far a way on eas t e rly s l op0 of Mt. 
St. Th0r.:: a r e a numb..: r of oroadleaf evergr.:=.:..n and decid uous sp ... cics 
also no that one can a good on learning of California by 
b ecoming familia r with th0 sp0c ies growing a t Las Posadas. 

C0NIFER3 

Conife rs or cone -bearing <J.re also often caE.:-·d cvc:r gr ecms or soft-
woods thc:ir wocd is usually and of 0ven t exture t han that of 
hurdwocd3. The conife r s inclune the us2ful and valuable f r 0m a 
standpoin-c. 

l. Douglas f i r, t axifolia , ·,, ..... forme r ly much mOri... wid .ly dis-
a t Las than it i!:l th2 fire of 1932 . This fire vThich 

s·..,r.:::pt down from the north was put 0ut along Creek thE; swimr.1ing pool 
but u fine stand of young which cover ed the hills on 
P1.<.:if"ic Union Coll o2ge property as 'N'Cll •ls Laa Posadas . Only a f<::w tr._ · -vi':_, 
and s.=.=ding is taki. ng place fror.1 these· and from lar g.:: tr.::cs on th0 south 
or camp s ide of th.:. cred: which not damag12d by th-2 fire. 

Dougla:: fLr nas a sracc:ful , conical crown as a young trr;._ which nl'tkcs it 
our most ccmmonly used Christmas trcf-' . Its arc dark s oft t o the 
t ouch ana i.s fitted with e. li tt l ... stalk. The tY.'igs arc oft-.:n in 
h'1bit and the winte r buds a r e da rk r in and quite point..:d in sh(.tpe . Th·:: 

a r L abo-1t 2 to 3 inches long and \:ach of the- .::on ... scal..: s is fitt .... d wtth a 
li ttl . leafy br a.: t l i.ke a tLr•:!c t in-.d fork which is longer than the The 
bark on old i s r ough and v.:ry dark in co lor; that of young is 
i.n color a nd at int ..:rval s i t has bJ isL:rs fill ed with a clE:e.r and pung..:nt "bal -
G1.m c r res i n . Dougla s fir i s a popular Christmas 

2 . The Coast Redwood , Sc: guo ia :£'-mpLrvi r ens , i s one of the most i mrortnnt 
ti.mb : r of Ca lifornia. It more t han a million ac r .:n 
of country in a n'lrrow strip from MonLrcy County t o near the Or egon-·Cdifornia 
1 ir,e;. It is on.:: of the most rapid gr owi r"g softwood trees in the world a nd i n 
dc !:ltinl!d always t o an important r esuurce in coastal counties from Santa Cr uz 
t o Norte. It its d _vc lopme nt on bottomla nds of shel t e r ed canyons 

on ben.::h lands with good scil wh0r 2 it r eaches gr eat and 
r t:! d'..IOOds at La2 Posadas ar .... n · a rly a ll s.::cond gr owth trees which cam.: up e.ftcr 
l')[ging i.-1 the picn0c r pcr.:.od, but many of the ha.v .. r ..:acl:..:d largt siz-.= 
along Moor" R2dwood can b e 1istinguish.=d by its 30ft, fibrous , r ed -brown 
bark , its flat of n(,;cdlc::. wr<.:h art. dark gr.;:cn above vlith whitis h lines 
of po r :::s bcn2'1th , th0 tiny globul a r cooL s whicr. :..r e usually not more than an inch 
long , r;.nd by its habit of send inr '..lP vigor ous spro1.lts in clumps around cut stumps. 

are from cau:p all along tr9. ·1 up t o the spring, mn.ny along 
into camp a nd small2r at the uppe r .:nd of the fi r e protection road . 

ThL; stand of r-dwoods v.t Las Pos!ldas is about the most eas t e rly exte nsion of its 
range . 
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3. Ponderosa pine, Pinus ponderosa, produces lumber of fine quality and is 
the most important timbe r sp.=..cies in the: main forest b t:! lt of the Sie rra Ne:vnda 
Mountains. It is quite widEly distributed in the north coast r ang.::s nnd the fin.:: 
young stand along flat on Mountain is a notabl( of this 
tLrritory. Th0 tr0e is recognized by its long n2edlcs which occur in bundles of 
two and by its bark broken into ''alligator-like·· pattern on 
larg..:r tr0es, and by the: symme tri cal cones which a.bout four long . 
Each cone-scale i.s arm,:d with a she:.rp prickl.:: and shelters two small, winged 
seeds . Thcr0 are no large ponde rosa pines, but plenty of specimens of 
size from ncar the camp to the almost continuous fo r est on ridge along 
the road a ll the way to Angwin . Most of trees at Las Posadas small or 
medium sized, so that the is dark in color (black jack stdge) to 

the character istic color and pattern of old 

lL Digger pjne, Pjnus sEJ.biniana, is a tree of the foothill country which 
has long, slender needles borne tl:ree in a bundle and heavy cones of chocolat e 
brown color with stout spur s on tl:e scales. The foliage is gr ay gr een in color 
and tree cr owns are often so light as to resemble gray clouds. The bark is 
heavy and f urr owed and often bl:tck in color fro"!l hav i ng been scor ched by fire. 
Ther e are still a few moderate sized specimens in the fields to the east 
of the forest though most of them were killed in the severe fire of 1932. 

5. Deodar cedar, Cedr us deodara, from the Himalaya Mts . of India is now 
one of the conifer s most commonly pl ar·ted as an ornamental throughout ccastal 
and valley distr:cts in California. Its needles ar e slender, dark and 
clustered on dwarf branches, and many of the trees ha"e nodding tips and a 
gracefully weeping habit of branching. This is the tree that forn:s the f amous 
Chrisl:mas tree avenues of Altadena and Fresno and is >•ide ly used as an outdoor 
Christmas tree in parks gardens . A small specimen has been planted beside 
the road ac r oss from the swimming pool . 

Pines in the Plantation 

A of pine8 were set OL•t in the President's Birthday Plantation on 
tho::! uppe r slope ncar the nor th boundary of Las Posadas in the spring of 1934. 
Relief from competition f r on the s-:7:out hardwoods has b-een afforded by work of 
several 4 .. H camps under supervision of a forester f r om the State DivisiGn 
of Forestry. Some trees have had to be removed of severe infestation 
of the pi.ne gall fungus which f orms swellings on the trunk and but 
many trees have made excellent growth. The following species may be seen here: 

6 . Mont e r ey pine, found naturally along the coast south of 
Sar. Franc isco Bay i s a tree of ve r y rapid growth and is the pine rrost commonly 
planted along the California coast . It has ve ry dark gre•C!n foliage of medium 
length needles in bundles of three a.nd v .. ro, dark furrowed bark and r-o ne>s about 
five inches long which are borne in whorls in the branches. The outer r.one 
scales are thicker and more hcnvily rounded tLan those cl oJe to the branch. 

1 . Knobcone pine, Pinus attenuata, is a trc.e cf the slopes f ound 
usually in dense stands on poor; often shallow soils both in the c0ast r anges 
and interior . Its needles are shorter <tnd somewhat finer than t hese of ivlx.terey 
pine and occur three in a cluot"'r . The bark remains ·.octl: fo r scme years and 
the \:ree is usually much branches and rathe r scr ubby H: habit . Cones or about 
five to six inch-es in h•ngth arr borne in large along the main trunk 
and branches where th<:y remain in closed condition until opened by the of 
a fire, or somntimes by unusually hot and dry weathL: r. The bud scales ha·.rP. a 
reddish tinge and young knobcone pines are quite attractive ornamentals for 
difficult situatioLs . 

• 

.. 



• 

-3·· 

8 . Maritime pine, Pinus pinaster, is nati\ 0 in southern France where it is 
an impor tant source of turpentine and ros i n . has dark gr een, stout needles 
berne i n bundl':!s of two, cones about the same size as those of t-lonterey pine, 
but more: symnetrical in shape , which are often 1:-orne in clusters on the br'lnche:s . 
Fron this tree is of t en known as "cluster pine '' . The bar k 
is dark on larger t r unks and a ve r y decided reddish cast which i s quite 
;h'lrar:te r istic of the spec ie:. There are only a f ew of these in the 
pbntation . 

9. Jupanese black pine, Pinus thunbcn.;ii, has short stout needle s in twos, 
small nnd very symmet rical cones Hhi c:h persist for about a year on the twigs 

they have opened to shed the seeds, and buds cover ed with dense, white 
and fcathr.: r y bud s cales . TlK i2 r ough and almost black from which charac-
ter comes the coremon name. Only c :ew specimens of this were planted in 
th2 

0cots pine, Pinus This t r ee of central and nor thern Europe 
has short, twisted. needles borne- 1.., pairs . They often have a blue ··grey color 
which is quite and gives them incr easing popularity as Christmas 
trees i:1 the rr:iC.dle west vThe re thousands of acres have been planted for this 
purpC3f' . Older trees of Scots pine· may be recognized by the yellow bark of the 
upper crown and by the small cones wit h smooth squarish cone scales. few 
trees of this species in the Pres ident's Birthday Plantation and so far 
have not shown infect i on by the gall fungus. Not e : All of t he trees of Aleppo 
pir.e, Pinus t.alepensis , froi:-1 the r-10d i te r ranean r egion in this plantation bL('amc 
so badly infes t ed by this gall the y have been removed and burned. 

11. pine, coulter!, of ;,outh coast and southern 
C3.lifor!lio. mountains is also known as "big -con"' pine f r om the size of 
its fully developed cones . These are similar t o those of pine, but 
yellm.; in c0lor, S(·vere.l ;.,rht:-n fully grown and are fitted 
with long C'.lT\' ·?d and very ht::avy :>pint:s . Nc:cdles a r e gray-green in col or, are 
bornL in of three and ve ry long and stout in contrast to the limber 
and drooping needles 0f digger nine. I'he grDYT'3 rapidly and can survive 

droughty cor:di tions. Only a f e;• specimen:; are in the plantation . 

12 . Sierra R•.!d,•ocd, Sequoia gigo.r:ea . This famous relative of th•: coast 
r edwood is ;.at i. ve 1.n the S Nevada at e le•ta tions above 450C ft . It has 

w1dcly B.s an ornamental o.lot.g the Pacifi c Coast as far nor th as 
British ItR needles arc shor t and s harp poi.nted and arranged spiral ly 

the 8tem instead of in flat sprays in redwood . cones are much 
those of redwood . 

number of Sequo is.s wer'! plc. 1ted January 30, 1954 on the north side of 
Moore Cr eek across from the Blake Cabins, to the west of rows of Mont erey pines . 

a gift from Mr. C. L. Fc+urson of Calistoga to t he 4 Club 

BROADLEAF EVERGREEN 

Tht::se a r "' trees which though they have broad instead of needlr--like leaves, 
• r·-·ta in many of them throughcut the vrintcr season_. so that t hey have some green 

crcwn of the year. Sene mos t widespread and typical trees of coastal 
ar'::as i:1 California belong t o this group and many are a t Las Posadas . 

13 . Coast live oak, Quer':::us arrifolia, ·..,·: +.h its broadly rounded cr owns and 
:;turdy branches with smooth, gray-green bark is probably the bes t known 

along th0 coas t from San Diego north t o County . Its l eaves are 



dark, glossy green and quite holly-like in shape e xcept that the teeth ar e 
smaller a nd not so sharp. The leaves are usual l y about t o 2 inches long 
and the mar gins ar e drawn in as with a dra•T-string so that whe n the l tcllf i s 
turned bottom side up, it is about the same size and shape as a t easpoon . 
The under side of the l eaf is slightly light:=r gr een in color than the upper 
surface and it is smooth, except. usually in the angle between midrib a nd 
v-=·ins there is a tuft of t iny brownish hairs . The acorns r equire only one year 
to mature, are usually about an inch l ong and show definite bands of color . 
This tree is ver y common at Las Posadas. 

14 . Hi ghland or I nt t>rior live oak, f:uercus •tislizenii, at f i rs t glance 
may appear very s imila r t o the pr ecedinb , but the bark is darke r and gene rally 
f urrowed and the leaves a r e not p1ckered but gen":.'rally lie flat and have f ewe r 
t eeth tharr do those of coas t liYf' oak. The acorns a r e mor e s l ender and pointed 
than th2 othe r and this tree is ,:. resident of foothUls all a r ound the gr eat 
valley up to el evations of about 3500 feet. I t s acor ns r equire two gr owi ng 
seasons to mature. The leaves a r e da rk gl ossy gree n on both surfaces a nd do 
not have the axil lary of hairs on the under side. 

15. Canyon live oak, Quercus chr_ysol epis, ia sometimes known as "iron oak "' 
or ''mo.u l oak'' of the wo:.: i ght , densi t y and str ength of its wood . It 
goes highr:: r into the mount:1in country t han e ithe r of the other s , bei ng common 
from 1+000 to 6000 feet in the main belt. The l eaves ar e ei the r e ntire 
0r holly-like with f ew t eeth, dark ?;l ossy gr een above a nd coated with lead-
colorc.:d hairs on the ir · der sides. N'="' growth usually has a go l den tinge as 
do the a(:c r n cups '"hi ch a r e flattce,..·d, t urbc.n-like:: and a r e quite lar ge . From 
them th..::: is a lso known as "golden - cup oak". The bark is lighter i.n col or 
than •" ithe r of th•::- ot he r live oaks, und i s typically divided into small ve rt ical 
r idges . This npe-: i ec; is no t common at Las Posada:: but tht:r e :..s a t;ood spec imen 
O'l th,. lol·ter cide of the fire protection r oad about half way to the t op of the 
hill . 

16 . Tanba rk oak , dens lflora, is one of the common0s t t r ees 
associated wi.th r edwood and in a r>:oad belt at the cast of the redwood forest 
a r las . It goes into and app2ars at inte r vals a t middle e l evat i ons in 
th( 3icrra for ests . Its are larger any of the liv0 oaks, a r e 
gray--green in col or and in s hape they r esemble chestnut . Leaves, twigs and 
a:orns a r e cover ed with dense woolly hai r s and i ts flowers are bor ne in long, 
fuz zy spik.:s whi ch also resE:mblc those of ches t nut. Th'" bark i s thick, gray ·-

and sr·:ooth, and broken into broo.d ridg2s . I t is wi.dE ly used in the 
t'lnning of leather . Tanbark oak spr ou t s vigorously when the tree i s cut or 
burned and you will find many clumps of sprout s coming up on the 1932 burn 
north of Moore Creek . 

17 . Madronc, fl rbutus M;;-nzi:!s n , iG one of t he most of the nativ0 
h<:.rdwood trees and a fca t ur12 of nuch of the land.sc::.pe f r om southern California 
to British Columbia. It r " ;.ches large size a.nd i t:J trunl{ and 1 imbs a r e coat ed 
with smoo th bark \-lhi.ch Lhows patches of tan and r ed. Its h :av..:s arc large and 
bright chiny in :olor; the tiny be ll-like flowers a re white nnd borne in 
dons,; terminal clust..: r :. Th:· fruits a re in and a r c 3mallJ 
orange rcrl bt::rri.LS . The •,mod of medrone: is heavy e.n:i har d. and rnak0s ;:x::r.:llent 
!'l coring <.:.nd v·- n..:er. It may come in co cons iderable f avo r as a spe-c ialty wood . 
I'her 0 lar t;c- along t he Metcalf t r a il and much sprout r eproduction 
of thL; sp<:::cics -with t anbnrk oak or: +:he hills t o the north whe r e t he f or est is 
rc co·:- ring from the burn of 1932. 

.. 

• 
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(18) California laurel, Umbe llularia califor nica, bel orgs to the laurel 
family and its l ong, tapering leaves ioiheo ·:r ushed have the moot powe rful 
odor of any California tree. From this property it is also known as pepperioiood 
a nd as Califor nia bay tree, ioihile in southern Ort:gon it is called Or egon myrt lt: 
where t ts ha rd and beautifully figured wood is made into bowls , lamp stands and 
other attractive turned articles. The f l owers a ppea r in l ate winter or early 
spr ing and a r e yellow gr een, tiny and borne in clusters. The fruits are olive -
like in size and shape with soft, purplish flesh -.rhe n mature and a single large 
seed . The tree r ea ches large size under favorable condi tions, but will grow on 
r i dge tops where it stands exposure t o severe winds . Bark is dark color and not 
deeply furr owed. There are nume r ous small t o medium sized trees cf laurel at 
Las Posadas, mostly spr out r eporduction after fires. 

(19) English holly, Ilex aquif olium, with dark green glossy leaves armed 
ioiith sharp mar ginal prickles and i ts scarlet berries is known throughout the 
world as one of the symbol s of Christmas . Thi s tree has several varieties of 
l eaf type and many of them do well along the Pacific Coas t. Portland, 
Or egon is the cente r of an ext ens ive holly gr owing ar ea and the Holman Holly 
Grove near Watsonville, Calif . has 180 a cr es planted to this tree . There is a 
very beautiful speci men a t Las Posadas doioin s tream from the swimming pool and 
across from the ruins of the old Blake summe r cottages. It is probably about 
40 year s old and stands beside the creek. 

DECIDUOUS 

(20) Valley oak, Que rcus is the largest of the native white oaks 
reaching massive s ize and beauty on good soils th r oughout val l ey and fo othill 
areas . There are fine speci mens in the Napa and Sonoma Valleys, but only trer>s 
of mode r ate size at Las Posadas . Its symmetrical, deeply lobed leaves 
without sp iny tips and the acorns ripen in one year a re ve ry long 
taper ed t o a poi nt . The bark is broken into a pleasing pattern by deep r1dges; 
the bran::hes are large and stur dy giving the tree a appe01rance wi t h a 
flattened top and often gr acefully weeping outer twigs. 

(21 ) Oregon oak or Pacific post oak , Quer cus garrcyana, is quite similar 
to valley oak, but the leaves are generally broader with lobes t hat appea r 
slightly re curved, and the trunk bark is lighter i n color and not so deeply 
ridged. Its acor ns are short and plump instead of being tapered to a point . 
This species extends from near San Francis co Bay to souther n British Columbia 
and its best development )n Oregon val1Py areas where it is a massi ve 
and beautiful tree. There a r e only mode r a t e sized trees 0f this species at 
las Posadas . 

(22) Blue oak, Quercus douglassi i, is another white onk of moderate 
which is di stinguished f r om t he other s by its very white and fi nely striatl'd 
bark , smal l, squar i sh l eaves wt:ich have shallow lobes and are de cidedly blue 
green in color, and short, chunky acorns which grow f r om a ver y thin cup . It 
i.> a t r ee of the foothills and lower slopes all ar ound the great vallr=y and is 
never ve r y large. I ts chief uses are fo r fuel and fen ce posts . 

(23) California black oak, Quercus kelloggii, is the oak most commonly 
associated with ponder osa pine , incense cedar and white fir the main 
timber belt of the Sierras . It &ltiO is widely distributed in the areas 
with Joaglas fir and its associates . It has the typical br oaQ and deeply lobed 

with fine spiny tips and acnrns which a r e deeply set in the cu t and 
r equi r e two gr owing seasons t o mature . In spring the l eaves are densely coated 
with fine hairs when they unfold are often a beautiful r ed color until about 
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half grown . Later they c ecome a nd sh:ny unti l fall when many often 
ad s ume r ed, yellow and rus se t t ones before they fall. The black oaks a t Las 
Posadas ar e mos tly of moderate size with smoo:n dark greenish bark on branches 
and a definite pa ttern of sma ll checks on trunk bark. The re is a large vo]ume 
of black oak available in a nd r ecently some of it has been manufac -
tur ed into floori ng. 

(24 ) White alder, Alnus rhombifolia, is the commones t tree lining the banks 
of Moore Cr eek with its smooth, gray-green st ems and attract i ve lacy f oliage . 
It is the common streamside tree in interior and southe rn California while r ed 
alder , A. rubra , occupie s the same moist s ites along coastal streams from the 
Bay t o British Columbia . The l eaves of white alde r are only sligh tly t oothed 
on the mar gins and quite r egu larly oval i n shape . Flow·"' rd are '::lornc i n 
dr oopi ng catkins and the fruits are tiny cone - like a nd bear many wi nged seeds. 
Alde r wood is us ed mostly f or firewood. , but that of red alder is nO\v find i..ng 
favor f or furGiture and box manuf acture . 

(25) Fremont co ttonwood, fremontii, is anothc·: common tree along 
str eams in valleys and f oothills th -:>'lghou·;· .. 11uch of Cal i f ornia, even into desert 
a r eas . Its l eaves are br'8d l :- "':.rift -vlar or r ounc'. i.sh i n out l ine with t eeth on 
t he morc.;ins which typi ca 1 .i.y arc cu::v " fon.-.., :::-d. g:cown s pC'c imens a rc tall 

rr .mded or fla ttened. c r m.rr.s , l i t;h t ye l .1.owish gr een 0 :1 br anches a nd 
dark furrowed bark on trunks. Flower ..; a r e borne in catk i ns on separate trees 
i n spring and trees bear gr eat quantities of cottony winged from 
which t h is and ot he r poplars get the name "cottonwood" . The black cottonwood, 
P. of north coast is a bigger t r ee with 
l ea·,r,_::;- ·"hlr.:;-are in shv"?e a nd \·rith a defini"':.e ye:i.lowist color 
beneatb. Tr • .:: wood of both cotto .. Mooc.ls is of rather poor quality f or ]umber , so 
i s used mainly for fuel . A clump of its near r e lative, s ilve r poplar, 
alba, of Europe i s beside the r oad to Angwin tn f r ont of the two -s t or y white 
house . It haa ve ry silve ry l eaves. 

(26) Weste r n or Califor nia sycamore, racemosa, i s anothe r stre am-
sidL tree of valley, foothill anrl semi --dese rt a r c-as . Its snooth mottled bark 
with shade s of t an and gr een, broadly l ea ves which are woolly and wi th 
t: .xpanded base to the stem which completely encloses the dcme -shaped bud are 
dist inguishi ng characteriJtics . Al so the multipl e fruits which hang i n chains 
of three t o f our ball -l iY.e heads after the l eaves fall ma rk this tree f r om all 
othe r s except the hybrid London plane, !:· a c-r. rifol ia , which is so wide ly us2d as 
a s treet and highway tree . The sycamor e s are sometimes 
"cuttonwood" because of the gl obular fruit cluste r s . In r ecent year s the 
sycamore hes been badly defoliated by the s ycamor e canker disease which caused 
l eaves t o dry up and fa ll off whe n scarce ly half gr own, r esulting i n many dead 
twigs a nd branches . 

(27) Big l eaf maple, m'lcr ophyllum, is the largest and mos t beautiful of 
maples . It is by its very aLc.l deeply lobed 

borne on long stems , its stout twigs tipped by large 
buds , and drooping clus t er s of yellow -green flowers i n early spring which 
deve l op i nto broadly wi ng..:d seeds which occur in pa irs of ' 'keys ' . Tht:: s e seeds 
are coa t ed with a growth c f s tiff ha irs which pie r ce the skin a nd can b t.ocome 
quite i rritating . Leaf arra ng2mcnt in t he maple is oppos ite as is the system of 
tranching. t>!aple wood is occasionally used f or furniture and turned a rt icles 
though l ess desir abl e than the sugar maple of the east . 

• 
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(23) Bc x dd·..:-r, Ac...::...!:_ n.:gundo ·:.1 iforni-:•.1m, i s e.noU.e r opp::>si te leaved trc:e 
t o the big-leaf maple distributed along stream£ and 

in vull0ys i n th2 central coast I t s are smalle r t ha n the 
nnd up o f ttrec scparat0 l Pafl e ts from which ttis specic3 is 
known as maple;o. It is usually a small and somewhat sc:- r uuty trcl:! 
and is probably not r epr esen t e d 3t Las Posadas by any ve ry large Its 

tvigs and buds are usually ty a whitish bloom which i s an 
char acte ristic as are the c luste rs of winged 'key fruit s 

which thL keys smalle r and J<SS widely spr ending tha n a r e those of big -
l .•af mupl;:. 

(29) Or egon ash, Fraxinus or e..:;;o na, is t h:= l1.r gest of wes t e r n 1sh trees and 
or moist flats of the north coas t country . 

In son:e a r e poorly drained thi s treE· occur s in de-nse thick(;ts, but 
ir usua lly as indjvjduals. Its compound h:aves of fiv_ to scveti 
L1.fl2 t s a r c borne ach othe r on stcut b-rigs with browni::>h 1 dome-shap'-d 
buds and the drooping clusters cf f r uits arc comprised of sc..::ds 

have t he s hape of tiny canoe paddles . This spec i 0s is rare at 

(3C') Heatcrn or 1·1Juntain dog'l.•ood, "')rnus n•Jttal l ii , :s 3.notb...r oppo;, itc 
l.9v d smal l which has broadly c va t e l eave9 witt and smooth, 
sruy bark . It is gr eatly admj r cd for tte display of large whit2 flowers 

occur in spring ius t before;. tl".c leaves app'2'lr. Tt0 flower clu3tcrs lat:r 
into multiplL fruits of bright orange color . Thuse nod th0 fall 

of bright whish the leaves assume th0y fall make 0n· 
of thF' most d ccor ativt:. of all our n i:.ive tr::-e s. Tt ':: r e is r ne ni·: ... dpr c. ·r .. .. .-: f 
dc'!wcod nt<>.. r the dining pl c.tform ar'lei along tt2 r oqd int o cnrnp . 

(31) C.:tlifornia Aesct cal iforni ca, is ::me of the more .:>pE: ·.:tacu-
l?.r flow..: ring of Cal ifornia and foothill e.r:as. I t rart.•) y r eaches 

:::i.z-- 'but its 1::roadly round-:d c rown supports g r 2at numb,rs r:>f flower 3pikcs 
tn nr2 crowded with o r c r eam color ed flowers 3nd make the 
tr_., lcC'k like e. g r ea t candelabr a . ThL nt>ct a r of the: f l ow.::rs i.s poi.Jonous to 

. Th.: leuv•s a r e madE. up of five b r oad l:afl..:tn joined tot;ctht:r at a 
oppcs it2 in The leaves come out in ttL spring 

an1 f:-\11 about mid st.:mmer lt.' ::"ving 1.h2 smooth g r ay stems and. tht: 'Ot:ndCJ.nt fruits 
·.;hi.ch ccnt?.in 'l larg,:, stiny 'brown '"'e0d nbo•Jt the size: o:' '1 golf ball. 

\.J'!. 1 l o•ols . Salix sp. \oli ll c.w tn2 l"S lilc ..:ottonwood!:l and qldors a r n 
f0•.1nd nt.:.;.rly ahrays g r owinp.: '\:itt thei r feet ir t,hc wat0r" ·al ong banks 
nr edues of moist of Cal ifornia 
dtSlfne t ed. by color, .i.. E:: . willrw, r 0d wi.l lu\1 <J.nd bl1.ck willm• . Hll have 
ra.thtr lor.g, s l e nde r and t apc r-pointf•d leaves wi tl:: a pair of 1 it tle 1-::·af'y bracts 
··tt t he 1::.1sc of each l eaf s t t!r.l , ratkin likE: fl owe r s which on some S"f-:;:Ci'2S (pussy 
wtllmvs) ?.re very dtc0rative i'". n.rly spring, and smo':th g r c-::- n o r yt.'!J.lowish bark 
r·n tw ir;::- a nd. Ba rk of th., lew •r t r unks is oft0r: dark and d·_eply 

liftt cottnry which fly lor.g distances 
in the v'ind but s.n.:. t o ec;tabl i sh themselves whe r e the soil is mo i s t for most 
cf th.:- y_ar. '.Jv:ping -..·il l ov, Sal' x bac:,'loni ca, fror-: M.:di is a 
f:no r i tc ornanental tr·-:: f or g r nnng on moist lawns and th.:r j s 
:mfficL:1"" water during mcnths . 

Thos_ who at Lns Posadas r an:h :•t ou t an of and c th_r 
f r ...tit tr•"es en the g..::nt l·- slo'?e8 d0\·10 str eam from the 4-H nf t he 
aprl! tr.cs surv ive in spit e of neglect and thei r is by the 
:ie( r . 

At of this three species of tickori0s plant td 
and hav.: into v0ry nice --
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(33) Pecan Hickory, Carya illinoensis. 
the pecan nuts of commerce from S(! l ec t ed and 
dark colored, furrowed and hard . The l eaves 
leaflets arc somewhat sickle-shaped. 

Ttis is the which produce s 
L .. "!Jorved s tru ins. The bark is 
resemble those of walnut but the 

(34) Shagbark Hickory, Carya ovata. This tree is r ecognized by the shaggy 
of bark and by the which have br oade r leafle ts than thos0 of pecan- a 

usur-'-llY 5 . nuts too, though sweet, are small0r wi th white, thick, hard and 
she lls . In th0 middle wes t this tree produce s fine lumber which is sought 

fo r hnndles , wheel s pckes , baseball e tc. 

(35) Hickory, Carya tomcntosa . Another lumber hickory of the 
eas t e rn hardwood r egion which does not have shaggy bark. The leaves ha ve 7 t o 
9 L:r.tfl e ts and a r e about 7 inches long . The nuts are light brown, g l obula r and 
som0what angular . 


